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ABOYE THE CLOUDS.

Hu, Maxwell's Explorations on
the Summits of the Sierras,

THEPLUCKY WEST VIRGINIANS

Not Sutisfled with Leaching the
Highest Peak, Go Farther loto
the Tastnesses of the Mouns
thing—=A Deautlfl Poem,

1%,
Bpesial Corremoncence of tha Infelligencer.
To, Movss, OAL., Bept, 15,—When I
had climbed to the utmost point of the
peak snd could seu that there was noths
ing higher in all that reglon, I might
have been satisfled to set out upon my
return j but 1 could peo a stupendous red
dowe some threo or lour miles to the
north, nearly as high aa the peak on
which I stoad, and frow its pecnliar ap-
I was desirons of visiting it,
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o | was pfillcted with enlnpguinent of
i Tyer nmd with n sevorw form ol dyss
pepsing most of the the being unablato
rovdn any solld food an my stomach, I
Noally began to take Ayer's Pills, and
l!l;{lliil Iy throa boxus of theso

lots, was oo well man,'—
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| lor there was wo othor route possible,
raceoded with |sand feet high, above tho top ol the
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Everythlng indicated (hat it was an ex-
tinet voleano, its form, color and posi
tion,
1 waa (lesirous of golng to it, and sog-
geatinl such’ & course to Mr, Belby, For
the first time in all thuJouruuy 10 Livsl-,
tated, Usnally, I could no sooner su
geat an unlarpr*w than be would join
inatantly, But this time he waa slow to
muke reply, and stood lookiog doubts
fully-at the voleano, When I'insisted
on an answer) he eaid that he-had no
doubt but thaf we could reach the moun-
taiu i we undertook it; but already we
hnd gone several days I',-uyund what we
hind counted on, aod ib was absolutely
necessary for us o set gut upon our res
turn, or we would starve. Our bread
wus nearly gone, I laughed at his child-
{8l fears, uud started lor the yoleano,
Lellin l1|'rn that It would take us only
oue duy Inter, He still besitated, but
followwd rlowly after me,
To rench the voleano, wo had to walk
along the nurrow and rugged top ol the
mountaln—a long, sbarp ridge, at the
farthest end of which rose the dome of
the voleano, From where wo ‘Were we
vould eee that this route would ben difi-
eult and dangerous ong, The ridge ran
up to & top sbarper than the rool of a
ghurch, and shaprd mnch like it, oxeept
when il was broken down, or had bezn
enrried uwiy by landslides, In places,
too, it was surmounted by savage erags
of granito risiog hundredg” of feet above
the ercat of the ridge. \

A DANUEROUS JOURNKY.
This ridge wos about four miles long,
and our way would lead vpon ita crest,

FFor some distance wo
euse, nod made tolerble spoed, This
wis ntan altituda of sbout 12,000 fout,
undl the morning wind was colil, ~As we

vithior band, On the north, It was por-
pendicular, but on the south it ran down
ntan angle of fortylive degrees, The
whola formation of the mouptaln was
rock, Thers wos uo eoil at all. The
rock, for the most part was eolid ; but in
rluws it was shattered and broken, part-
v by froat and partly by voleanio actlon,
The further we proceaded, the more vio-
lent had the earthquakes been, as wo
conld jndgo by the mauneria which the
rocks were broken,

Al titues we nmused onrselves push-
Ing rocksover L precipice and watehing
them fall and dosli themeelves to pleces
& thousaul feet below, A rock that
woull wejgh o hundred pounds would
striko with snch violenee thnt nothing
wonld be lett of it bub o cloud of dust,
that wonld flagh wp when the rock
struek, like an ulg!nnluu of gunpowder,
We would push the rock over the brink,
\hen lie down nnd look over to sve Lha
result, It was lnteresiing to seo, Tho
rock (el sheer down, ond as_wp looked
after it, it scemed to be Ianmg muotlon-
lesg in the nir, cxcopt that it grew
rupidly lesa and then di i A

procelod, thore wid a preclplee on | g

of burnt rocks becoming smalier aud
smaller,’ We had now pesacid over the
steapness of the ascont, and ag we drew |1
nearer the top, the mountain rounded [
off,"and 10 ghape’ was like avast coke
oven,
row in size, When we had stood atthe ||
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length the whole formation begams lava,
I will now q
that this voleano remained
a vory short time, It could hayveleen
but Hitle more than a violent and Lre-
mendous explosion ol fires beneath the
mountaln, ceusing a8 soon ne the firat
rage of the fire had been expended. 1

"

v,

ele of basiltic or feldspotic lava, There fg
that had ever been melted, 1 have call-
il it lave, but It was not lava in its trus
songe, It wos simply granite burned till

gnpearunuu of pieces of broken brick,
60lo,

il
rack, ﬁmugh what ia given that nawme ls |8
often very diflerent from this,
Enough rocks were cast out to build a
Lundral Pyramids of Egypt, and they |
were bosped up on one another s thou- |

mounlaln on which the voleano slands,
AT THESUNMIT,

It wns noon when we appronched the
nmmit of the volesno. As we drow
nearer the top, wo found the fragments

T
I

All thiogs about us sesmed o |«

ngp of th p mountain its rovnded saw-
dome of a eity hall; bul now,
wero L g urun it, It ex

wis Inrge enough to build & city on. Not |1
till we were nearly on top did wo realizs |}
what a stupendous  mass of rocks it wis

1,

to nie (bt we bod labored up through
Is of
Liugeness of earth was rlsing up around

1 am golng to take this occaalon to re- |¢
mark upon eomething only indirectly
related to this snbject. A few months

qc!:nlanr.ly 0 year Ago—a ORI Wus |y

{lash 0 emoke a thousand fect below
nonounced that the rock had. struck,
Sometimes we could hear thien atrike,
and sometimes wo could not.

A ghort distanes farther we came to
another preciplee still hillllur, but not
cntirely perpendiculnr,  About five hun-
dred feel down liom the top there was a
bemoh agalnet the efde of tho clifl, and
below the beneh the precipice was per-
pendiculur again, Hero we met with
gomething new o the phenomenon of
fulllng Lodies, The rocks which we
nabied off fell ng nsual till they struck
bie hench o the ¢lifly then they glanoed
off, whirling through the air, and giving
out n loud, whistling uolse, somethin

like thy  whizzivg of u bombslic

through the alr,  When we pushed
rocks over that weigled sevoral bun-
dred pounds, the roariog through Lhe
alr, af they glanced from ™ the ¢lill; waa
bideous,

ON TO THE YOLOANO,

Bo interested did wo become In this
gport that the morning was leng
away and we Lnd not gone far, We set
forward agaio, and lelt oll else except
our purposs of reachiug the voleano.
Frequontly wecame to groat cradks run-
ning noroea the mountain frowm side to
slide, so deep that we could see no’ bot-
tom to them, Theeo were the work of
earthquakey, We leapod ncross these
clinems a8 we came Lo them, and pushed

forward with all L»uull:le speed,
Buddenly Mr: Helby rebeiled, and ro-
[osed to He said that I

0 any [artber,
was lll!lle?\’t‘ll |n the distance to the vol-
eano, and that [t was thirty or forty
miles nnd that It was useless to try to
reach it He'naked mo to take five min.
utes and estimate the distance lo tha
mountaln, lest 1 should be  deceiving
mysull a8 to the distance, We 8O,
We found a Jevel rock large enough for
our purpose, obtalned a base line and’a
pnrn?ln.'l. aud by triangulation measared
the distunee to the top ol the yoleano,
The distaupe was less (han three miles,
Full of hope, we set forwird agaln,
Aboul n mile from that plage we came

waly buars, a large one and n ocub,
oy wero behiod o masa of rooks, an

when they heard us goming, they ran
and hid: themselyes among the snow
drifta on the northorn side of the moun.
taln, The larger one's track was four-
teen Inehes long. Woe followed Lhom a
short  distnuge, but not haviog an

means of flling them, we thought it
prudent not to push them too hard,

At certalo places weo hind to walk
along narrow rocks, sharp like the comb
ol o houss, while the doptha beneath ua
wera Jiundreda of feet” down, But so
wecustomed of late lind we become Lo
this sort of travellog that we thought
thing of it, and d It ne 0 matter

L
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